A case of chronic lymphocytic leukemia still taking etanercept for ankylosing spondylitis.
The possible risk of hematologic malignancies in anti TNF users is a matter of debate. Whether associated with the drug or not, how to behave when a hematologic malignancy is discovered in the course of anti TNF treatment remains unanswered. Here we present a 66 year old male patient who had AS for 30 years and had been on etanercept for the last two years and who is diagnosed with B cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) stage 1. The patient is still on etanercept for 5 years after the diagnosis without any progression in CLL.